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ACE15 visits California – a fitting site to unite the world of water

The American Water Works Association’s (AWWA) 134th Annual Conference & Exposition (ACE15), June 7-10 in Anaheim, Calif., was co-hosted by

the AWWA California-Nevada Section and drew more than 11,500 water professionals.

The event featured more than 900 presenters at four keynote events, 126 professional sessions, and more than 600 sub-sessions. Dedicated to

the world’s most important resource, AWWA chose a fitting site for this year’s annual conference.

“This water conference could not have happened at a more critical time in California,” Anaheim Mayor Tom Tait said as he welcomed a

standing-room-only crowd of more 3,000 attendees at the Opening General Session. “As you all know, California is experiencing an historic

drought, which continues to persist as we are now in its fourth year. With your help, we can overcome today’s drought and prepare us to be

more resilient in the future.”

Where Were You When You Fell in Love with Water?

Dr. Wallace J. Nichols, author of the New York Times best seller, “Blue Mind,” delivered the Opening General Session keynote address, which

was sponsored by HomeServe USA. “It’s my pleasure to join you today on World Oceans Day. This group assembled here in this room

collectively does more for the oceans than any other group gathered today in the world. Thank you for taking good care of our water and our

waterways,” Dr. Nichols said in his opening. 

Nichols also discussed the economic benefits of water. “Healthy water boosts our economy in ways that we rarely think about. And not just the
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coast, not just the oceans; it’s all over. It’s all of our waterways, the lakes and the rivers, the creeks. We need to protect them, restore them in

some cases, use them wisely, and steward them.” 

Nichols devoted the majority of the session to discussing the emotional, behavioral, psychological, and physical connections that draw people

to water. He shared that recent scientific findings have demonstrated that mood, performance, health, and success can be improved by being

near water. Said Nichols: “We find awe and wonder in water. It’s the number one place where people find awe. It switches us from a ‘me’

perspective to a ‘we’ perspective.”

The Science and Art of Collaboration in the Water Industry – Monday Keynote

ACE15 keynote speaker Dr. Mark LeChevallier, Director of Innovation and Environmental Stewardship for American Water, was the 2015

recipient of AWWA’s A.P. Black Research Award, given in recognition of outstanding research contributions to water science and water supply.

LeChevallier, who discussed the science and collaboration in the water industry, will be featured in a Q&A in the September issue of Journal

AWWA.

A conversation with the USEPA – Tuesday’s Keynote

The second day of ACE15 opened with a standing-room-only crowd for “A Conversation with Dr. Peter Grevatt,” Director of the Office of Ground

Water and Drinking Water for the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency. In the session, moderated by Tom Curtis, AWWA’s Deputy CEO, Dr.

Grevatt shared his office’s long-term priorities, including the country’s aging infrastructure, sustainability, and the challenges posed by

emerging and re-emerging drinking water contaminants. He also addressed the Water Infrastructure Finance and Innovation Act (WIFIA) and

the importance of continuing the conversation about the value of water and resources needed to provide it. Said Dr. Grevatt: “We have the

great pleasure, here in the United States, of being able to go anywhere in the country any day of the year and turn on the tap and be confident

we will have safe drinking water coming out.” But he also reminded attendees about the need to “continue to have a conversation about how

important drinking water is to our communities all across the country.”

The thread that weaves together our daily lives – Wednesday’s Keynote

In the H2Open Forum, the topic, “The Value of Water: Essential, Reliable, Invaluable Water,” presented by AWWA and the Value of Water

Coalition. The trio of Jeffrey Kightlinger, General Manager for the Metropolitan Water District of Southern California; George Hawkins, CEO and

General Manager of DC Water; and Snehal Desai, Global Business Director for Dow Water & Process Solutions; discussed ways water

professionals can, with one voice, educate the public on the importance of clean, safe, and reliable water, and engage them to help ensure

quality water service well into the future.

 

Standing small

New to the program this year, Smaller Utilities Day featured information specific to smaller utilities. Experts shared insights on speaking with

board members, the Revised Total Coliform Rule, state revolving funds, emergency preparedness, and water loss control. One of the program’s

highlights was the peer-to-peer problem solving session.

And the winner is …

At the Partnership for Safe Water Awards Luncheon, sponsored by HDR, 52 utilities were recognized for their optimization achievements,

including 78 water treatment plants and 10 distribution systems. The Partnership for Safe Water, is celebrating its twentieth anniversary.

Place your bids

The Water Equation Campaign is AWWA’s new philanthropic program dedicated to workforce advancement, community and international

outreach, and education. During ACE15, a silent auction was held to raise money for scholarships to educate the next generation of water

professionals. The auction raised $8,765 in total gross revenue, with 20 sections raising $5,240, 15 vendors raising $2,320, and the AWWA

headquarters raising $1,205. The California-Nevada and Chesapeake Sections raised the most money from their auction items. Special thanks

to Steve Dennis, Security Manager for the Alameda County Water District; Phil Brun, Deputy Public Works Director for the city of Napa; the

California-Nevada Section Board of Directors for their donation of 18 lots of wine; and to John Moore, Director of Water for Rummel, Klepper &

Kahl, and Director of the Chesapeake Section, for his donation of four framed historic pictures from Baltimore Water.

Innovation Lounge

At the Innovation Lounge, attendees heard from a selection of award-winning innovators from the Imagine H2O Infrastructure Challenge.

Selected from a global field of more than 100 entries, these companies presented cutting-edge solutions to some of the most pressing resource

challenges. 

India executives introduced

During ACE14 in Boston, Mass., AWWA announced plans to open a new office in India. This year, at ACE15, AWWA introduced Guarav Sood as

the office’s first Executive Manager, and Shirish Jayant Kardile, as AWWAIndia’s board chairman. The office, AWWA’s first international

community outside of North America, is located in Mumbai.

Not all business

In addition to educational sessions and business meetings, ACE15 provided attendees the opportunity to network with each other and share in

some fun. Competitions included Men’s and Women’s Pipe Tapping, Top Ops (quiz bowl for water treatment operators), Meter Madness

(assembling a meter from its parts), and Best of the Best Water Taste Test. Demonstration events included Hydrant Hysteria (assembling fire

hydrants) and Hot Flare (changing out a ¾” angle meter stop under pressure).

Exhibitors, networking, and more

The Exhibit Hall encompassed more than 400,000 square feet and was filled by 1,169 booths displaying their wares and educating attendees in

the latest water services and technologies. With products and information ranging from access hatches to zebra mussel control, there was

something of interest to every water professional in attendance. A hub of activity, the Exhibit Hall was also the location for the Career Center

Job Fair, Innovation Lounge and Roundtable Discussions, International Resource Center, networking lounges, poster sessions, competitions,

and demonstrations.



LEARN

Standards

Manuals

Journal AWWA

Opflow

ACE

eLearning

Webinars

CEUs and PDHs

Water Knowledge

JOBS

Find a Job

Post a Job

Work for Water

Work with AWWA

AT WORK

Utility Management

Partnership for Safe Water

CONNECT

Become a Member

Member Benefits

Sections: Your Local AWWA

Young Professionals

Students

Diversity

Get Involved

Call for Papers

Sharepoint for Committees

EXPLORE

AWWA Store

Policy Statements

Government Affairs

Public Information

Resource Communities

SCHOLARSHIPS

Invest in the future of water.

DONATE

AWWA NEWS

Press Room

News

DrinkTap.org 

PUBLIC AFFAIRS

ADVERTISE

SOURCEBOOK

PERMISSIONS

Copyright © 2015 American Water Works Association / 6666 W. Quincy Ave., Denver, CO 80235 USA / Phone: 303.794.7711 or 800.926.7337 / Fax: 303.347.0804 / Privacy Policy / Terms of Use

FOLLOW AWWA: Follow Follow @AWWAACE@AWWAACE Contact Us GO

800.926.7337
6.5kLikeLike

Meet Eddy

Eddy, AWWA’s first mascot in nearly 25 years, was unveiled. A blue water drop, Eddy sports tennis shoes and white gloves and greets people

with a wide-toothed smile. Eddy will help improve visibility for the sections at conferences, street festivals, water events, and trade shows.

Passing of the gavel

At the conclusion of ACE15, 2014-15 AWWA President John Donahue of Machesney Park, Ill., CEO of the North Park Public Water District, passed

the gavel to incoming President Gene Koontz of Harrisburg, Pa., Senior Vice President at Gannett Fleming. Among Koontz’s priorities is the

development of student and young professionals in the water industry. Koontz noted that the median age of association members is 50. 

Up next

Next year, ACE16 visits the heartland and the Windy City, landing in Chicago, Ill., June 19-22, 2016. Make plans now to attend!

ACE15 – By the Numbers

Keynote Sessions – 4

Regular Sessions – 126

Sub-sessions – 600+

Presenters – 900+

Attendees – 11,500

Committee/Council Meetings – 234

Exhibit Booths – 1,169

Exhibit Space – 400,000+ square feet
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